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This electronic zine ‘Art Coventry Culture Creativity’ has been created
and produced by using the words, images, and memory of those
that attended the November 18th Citizens Assembly zoom. Citizens
were invited to respond to the question on what they have enjoyed
during the City of Culture, and what they would like to continue.  Are
there any areas in Coventry that they think would benefit from
artists and cultural organisations? The end result was created using
both electronic and paper collage to create a bright and visual
publication of their thoughts. This piece artwork was produced by
Tarla Patel, a Contemporary visual artist from Coventry who was
called as an expert witness and commissioned to make a piece (this
zine) that responded to the Assembly.

      t_a_r_l_a               @TarlaPatel               www.behance.net/TarlaPatel

Talking Birds’ big project for Cov’s year as City of Culture is Art for the
People, which begins with what we believe to be the UK’s first Citizens’
Assembly on Arts and Culture, in Nov 2021, 80 years after wartime unrest
shook the city.

Throughout October/November, the Art for the People Citizens’ Assembly
on Arts & Culture will have listened to expert witnesses, discuss what they
have learned and contribute their ideas for how culture can impact on
real lives in the city and help shape a better future for us all.

www.talkingbirds.co.uk/A4TP

Art for the People has been created by Talking
Birds, with MutualGain and The Sortition
Foundation and supported by Coventry City of
Culture Trust, Arts Council England, the Esmee
Fairbairn Foundation and Coventry City Council.

Introduction to the zine

http://www.talkingbirds.co.uk/A4TP
http://talkingbirds.co.uk/


I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  C I T I Z E N S  A S S E M B L Y

Fifty people were selected randomly selected to represent Coventry’s population and make up
the Citizens Assembly. Over a period of weeks in November, they were invited online and in
person to hear from expert witnesses, to ask questions and discuss what they heard with their
fellow participants, friends and family members. They will then use this learning, these
discussions, combined with their own knowledge and life experience to work together to
produce a set of recommendations. These recommendations will be presented to the City
Council as a part of the work they are currently doing on Coventry’s cultural strategy, but they
will also be used by Talking Birds to commission prototype arts projects in city neighbourhoods
that test out some of these ideas and add weight to the Assembly’s recommendations.
https://coventry2021.co.uk/blogs/how-will-arts-culture-and-creativity-shape-a-better-future-for-
coventry/

P A G E  2

An electronic zine has been made in response to the following questions to the
assembly on the 18th November 2021.

 
The question:

 
I would like the assembly to think about what they have enjoyed during the City
of Culture, and what they  would like to continue. Are there any areas in Coventry

that they think would benefit from artists and cultural organisations?
 

 Your response can be sent as a photograph/s, or something written or recorded.
Whichever you feel most comfortable with.

 



Coventry is a diverse and cohesive city with a relatively young

population. The city has experienced a high rate of population

growth in recent years, particularly amongst 18-29 year olds. In the

2011 Census, 33% of the population identified as people of Black

and Minority Ethnic (BME) background, compared to 22% in 2001

[10]. Strengths of Coventry’s economy include increasing rates of

employment and decreasing rates of unemployment. Sectors

where Coventry has a competitive advantage include advanced

manufacturing and engineering; energy and low carbon;

connected autonomous vehicles; business, professional and

financial services; and digital, creative and gaming [11]. The city has

the second highest rate of published patent applications out of 63

UK city clusters [12] 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/195/facts_about_coventry/3549/ab
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Lady Herbets Garden

s

Peace Orchard



Swanswell Park

 

A place for music, theatre, comedy and
dance, to celebrate as well as to

remember. 
To come together to relieve

loneliness and improve wellbeing.
 
 





Urban beautifcation



Let Coventry be a city of colour, beautiful street art in
the intertwining the streets, alleyways and abandoned

walls. Let them be loved by the passerby, tourist, or
those on  their commute and returning home.

Let the underpasses of the ring road be a haven
of green, flowers and plants. To be part of the
change needed to help the plantet and soothe
the eyes of it's Citizens. Evoke civic pride in the

places we call home, boost our morale and make
us proud.



Canal Basin

New hub for art events





Safe space in the city after dark



Builiding a
commity

for the elderly,
young people,
families and

adults.
Space to play

and learn

Protest
Rave
Move



COurthouse Green
Fargosford St

Accountability
Transparency

Access
Opportunities

Ball Hill

Local artists
organisations 

and groups
 



Billboards to posters,
noticeboards and flyers, not
everyone is on the internet.

Connect with us,
through word of mouth,

easy access to information,
affordable prices.

We love the arts but
sometimes it's too

expensive.



It’s good to see different groups contributing to theart and culturethat Coventry has in making it a better place tolive.Discovering new possibilities encouraged by the creativeness by the
sometimes unheard areas brings

new directions in which the City could go in. 

There is no doubt that all together in

cultural chock we will weather the

storm, therefore Art, Culture, Creativity

should be a key factors in the City of

culture equation. This event will play a

significant role in the climate change to

save our planet 

Shape a better future for

Coventry through developing

murals

The launch – cavalcades
of classic cars and dancers

and noise!!

I have really enjoyed seeing my city come to life

and it has given us all something to be excited

about during this tough time. It has shown what

potential Coventry has to be more involved in the

arts and to thrive in creativity. I love having a good
reason to bring my friends from outside of

Coventry and show them what is happening 

I would love for Coventry not
to give up on smaller

community projects. Seeing
murals pop up and

workshops appear around
always makes me smile and

reminds me that we are a city
that grows and evolves and
isn't afraid of new things. 

FoleshillAs the city of culture
intiative started in Coventry, it felt

refreshing see these areas
reresented and come together as

a solid community in Coventry

We are wired to believe that
you can express art and

culture just in certain ways,
but in fact it can be

whatever you want, from a
parade to posters etc. 

"In paint we trust" painting around coventry

·I Love Art , and
would encourage

individual and
community Art -

And creativity
 



I like it when the events are
not only in the city centre but
they also happen in different
areas of the city. all of them
are link to light which makes
me feel like Coventry has its
own light that is fuelled by

our creativity.



Thank you to the
 Citizens Assembly

Coventry 2021

 By Tarla Patel


